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       The NODS      
The Class Newsletter published by the

National One-Design Racing Association (N.O.D.R.A.)

Volume 2007 – ISSUE 1  © 2007, National One-Design Racing Association, All Rights Reserved.

N.O.D.R.A. - It’s the Boat…. It’s the People… It’s the Fun !!!  ®
Preparations Underway for the 2007 Season

Celebrating the 70thAnniversary of Great Times in the NOD Sailboat
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Fully Adjustable Mast/Sails
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Moderate Beam
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Low Purchase Cost
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Weighs Less than 425 lbs
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Can Sail with 1 or 2 people  

 

 

Yes

 

Easy to Trailer
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Sails Last Multiple Seasons
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Inland Lake & Bay Sai

ling

 

 

Yes

 

 

 

 

BEST OVERALL CHOICE ….

 

--------------------

 > > >

 

YES !!!

 

 



	MESSAGE FOR ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 


Greetings to all NODRA enthusiasts, friends, and members around the world!  We are pleased to send you our first newsletter of the 2007 Season.  This year is special for NODRA because it is our 70th Anniversary, as the NODRA organization, dedicated to sailing, and the NOD sailboat, which was designed by W.F. Crosby in 1936.  

2007 is also a special year because the Officers and Fleet Captains have lined up a great slate of events.   We encourage everyone to attend and participate in at least one event, in balance with your level of interest and ability.  We have something for everyone and look forward to seeing you at an event, even if it is only to take a “sip” from our famous “bucket” one evening.

This year we can continue the growth of NODRA.  We can further cultivate the large waves of people who will be interested in sailing as a result of the America’s Cup Competition starting this April.  The America’s Cup usually occurs once every four years, so now is the time to align with that great event.  The “CUP” can be to NODRA, as Lance Armstrong was to Cycling.

Our practice the last few years has been to use the first issue of THE NODS to request membership dues payment and solicit any free-will donations from our friends.  Enclosed is a self-addressed envelope for you to mail in your 2007 dues and/or donations to help NODRA grow for another 70 Years!  This is also the only time during the year that we mail to our full list of known interested people.  Hereafter, in 2007, we only mail to paid members in good standing and donors. So, please send your check in today.  See you on the water in 2007!

Paul J. Sniadecki, Rear-Commodore

	THE NODS EXPANDS TO FOUR ISSUES in 2007


By popular demand, THE NODS will be printed and mailed four (4) times a year, starting in 2007.  The Mid-Winter Issue will highlight the coming season and serve as the DUES and/or Donations Request.  The Spring Issue will contain the Great Lakes Notice of Race/Invitation and technical articles.  The Mid-Summer issue will contain Great Lakes results, and the Canadian and World Championships invitations and information. The Late Fall issue will contain Championship Regatta results, the always popular Fleet Captain reports, and will be the season wrap-up/finale!  As always, articles and story ideas from our readers are welcome.  (We will help everyone with editing, grammar, etc.) So, send them in today!

	Cave Run S.A.  Grand Annual Regatta 2006 
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First Place in the National One Design Division was won by Deiter and Kirsten Stroinigg.

Every year many NOD sailors make the trip in the fall to Cave Run near Morehead KY. One year we had 8 NOD boats registered and participating at this beautiful venue! The objective of the trip is to experience that “just-one-more” regatta/race before the snow flies.  

The fall of 2006 saw three NODs participate in four races sailed over 2 days, October 7-8.  The usual light-to-moderate winds at Cave Run were replaced by higher winds and strong gusts due to a special weather front that moved through.  Many of the Kentucky “locals” experienced the sensation of “heeling” for the first time!  Our veteran, quintessential NOD sailor, Herman Vargason was there and captivated the many sailors with his charm, wit, accent and the unique ability to single-hand all aspects of his NOD! 
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Second Place in the National One Designs went to 83 year old Hermann Vargason who single handed his boat including stepping the mast and launching. 

	National One-Design Fleet Results  G.A.R. CRSA 2006

Sailed:4, Discards:0, To count:4, Ratings:None, Entries:3  

	Rank
	SailNo
	Helm
	R1
	R2
	R3
	R4
	Total

	1st 
	702 
	Dieter Stroinigg 
	4.0 DNS
	1.0
	1.0
	2.0
	8.0 

	2nd 
	707 
	Hermann Vargason 
	4.0 DNS
	2.0
	2.0
	1.0
	9.0 

	3rd 
	819 
	Al Bollas 
	4.0 DNS
	4.0 DNS
	4.0 DNS
	4.0 DNS
	16.0 



YOUR FLEET CAPTAIN NEEDS YOU !
The NODRA by-laws place large responsibility on all NODRA Fleet Captains to ensure the continued viability and functioning of NODRA at the local level.  Please assist them in their efforts and keep them updated with your sailing plans, addresses, etc.  The 2007 Season Fleet Captains have been assigned as follows:

· SSYC - Eric Roberts, Captain

· ELSC - Jolly Booth, Captain 

· HWSC - Herman Vargason, Captain,

· ALYC - Connie Bishop/Steve McDow Captain

· IYC – Tom Crawford, Captain
· FLEET-at-LARGE - Paul Sniadecki, Captain

	HOW TO HANDLE “THE CUP” INTEREST


It is just a matter of time before newspapers, websites, magazines, and cable TV News coverage begin to explode with images and stories about the 32nd America’s Cup.  NODRA enthusiasts need to leverage this renewed interest in sailing by steering people to the NOD.  When any conversation mentions “sailing” NODRA people should casually mention, “I sail a boat much like those America Cup Boats.  My 17 foot boat handles much like those 12 meters.  I sail on _____ lake, and I’d like to take you out.  When can we meet?”  Don’t be shy!  Ask the question and then take them for a ride.  Be sure to give them a chance at the tiller, and we they will get “hooked” on the beauty and challenge of sailing, especially in a NOD.  It happened to each of us, and it will happen for them.  What better way to improve a person’s outlook on life, than to assist them to catch the sailing “bug.”   

The following is a Comparison Table of the NOD vs. the 12-Meter America’s Cup boat.  The purpose of the table is to highlight great “talking points” that can be worked into any conversation with people who might be interested in sailing.   Use the chart to promote the NOD everyday!

We have many NODRA members who have been successful in attracting new members.  You can too!  It all starts with person-to-person contact, coupled with a little enthusiasm.  They will be thankful you showed them the way to great fun!

	2007 NODRA INITIATIVES ANNOUNCED


Our 70th Anniversary is the sounding of the bell to ensure we “set our sailing course” for the future, and prepare for the 3rd generation of NODRA Leaders who will be “at the helm” of NODRA before we know it.  It is also important for all NODRA members to know and understand we have “Association” Goals and Objectives.  When all members know the goals, we can align our individual efforts and achieve success.

We all joined NODRA because we love the boat, the people, the regattas, and the fun. NODRA is there to ensure our continuing NOD experience is a great one.  In turn we need to be loyal to NODRA and take an active part in helping to achieve our collective key goals.  Everyone brings a different level of skill and ability to NODRA.  We simply ask that each person “do what they can” to support our key initiatives. 

The 2007 initiatives, and the membership support roles needed, to help us move into the future are: 

	2007 NODRA INITIATIVE and GOAL
	Member Support Needed
	Officer Support Needed

	Leverage America’s Cup Interest
	xx
	xx

	Enhance Fleet Captain Leadership
	
	xx

	Activate “In-active” NOD Boats
	xx
	xx

	Push for 75 Different Boats Racing during NODRA’s Diamond Anniversary in 2012 
	
	xx

	Sign-up 1 New Member per Fleet each Year
	xx
	xx


	National One-Design Racing Association 

N.O.D.R.A.- 2007 Events& Info


	Event 
	Location
	Date
	Result / Link / Info

	SAIL a National FREE & NODRA Open House Days
	Various NODRA Sailing  Clubs
	 May-June 2007
	Event is to Welcome Potential NOD Sailors 

	Louis Vuitton Challenger Cup
	Valencia, Spain
	*April - June 2007
	See VERSUS CABLE TV Network 

	Great Lakes Championship
	Illiana Yacht Club, Hammond IN
	*June 23-24, 2007
	Pending 

	32nd AMERICA'S CUP
	Valencia, Spain
	*June 23 thru July 4, 2007 
	See VERSUS CABLE TV Network 

	Canadian National Championship
	Lake Aylesford, Nova Scotia, Canada
	*July 21-22, 2007 
	 Pending

	World Championship
	Tawas Bay YC, East Tawas MI
	*August 2,3,4, 2007
	 Pending

	W.F. Crosby Memorial Regatta (a.k.a. Old Timers)
	South Shore Sailing Club, Turkeyfoot Lake Akron OH
	 Sept.TBC
	 Pending

	Cave Run Grand Annual Regatta
	Morehead, Kentucky
	*October 6-7, 2007
	 Pending



	NOD “TIPS” FROM ED MERRILL 1949


(EDITORS NOTE:  The following “tips” were found in an unpublished paper dated, 7-29-1949, written by NOD Sailor Ed Merrill.  Research shows that Mr. Merrill was quite the NODRA and NOD “expert of the day” back then.  He taught classes at many NODRA events.   In the spirit of our 70th Anniversary, the following carefully selected  “tips” are appropriate for our consideration.) 

· Dr. Curry’s “Safe Leeward Position” is not so safe with Nationals.  If you have a choice, work up to windward.
· Offensive Beating: Split tacks at every opportunity – particularly when the wind heads you as you can choose your time to tack.  Your competitor has much less choice.

· Offensive Running: Here the odds are all in your favor.  Basically keep between the wind and your competitor.  

· Polish centerboard and rudder with suitable material before every race session.

· Improve centerboard tackle so the board will go all the way up.  Double cam jam cleats are recommended.

· Take any play out of the tiller fitting.  The tiller handle should stay where you put it in a vertical plane.

· See that your Boom downhaul is efficient and see that you do use it.

· Have two whisker poles, one 80” and one 95”

· Carry the jib about 6” off the deck except in the heaviest weather.  This gives better draft in undisturbed wind.

· Keep the boat level, longitudinally, at all times.  When going to windward, the crew should be between the shroud and the mast.  The skipper should be about 2 feet aft of the shroud.  The positions vary a little with the weights of skipper and crew.

· Practice the proper technique for safely “curling marks” One boat length is easy.

· If the jib will not fill on a broad reach, and it is not practical to head up and slide, wing out with the 95 inch pole and let the jib go forward.  Keep working both sails to keep them at 90 degrees to the wind.

· If it is a dead downwind run, wing out the jib to starboard with the 80 inch pole.  If the wind starts to shift to port, be sure to jibe as you will gain much more than you loose.     

· When beating in any kind of weather, carry the center board down to 30 degrees from vertical.

· Aspect Ratio of Sails:  Is the ratio of luff to foot. High ratio is advantage in beating, but high ratio is disadvantage in running.

· Draft=Camber of the sail.  Must always be set in relation to wind velocity.  0-8 knots, 8-16 knots, 16-24 knots are three “ranges” for NODs to consider.  The Draft=Camber should also be in INVERSE relation to wind velocity.

· Draft=Camber tends to suck the boat over, as well as ahead. Draft=Camber in a sail should be only sufficient to obtain the Ultimate Designed Speed. 

	
	
JOIN US!  National One-Design Racing Association (N.O.D.R.A.)   
Just print out this page, fill in the blanks, and send in your check!
Information Form and 2007 NODRA Dues Statement  

Print out and send page one of this form to:
Jolly Booth NOD#774
1225 East Bronson St.
South Bend, IN  46615

BOAT #: ______________ 

BOAT NAME _________________________ FLEET #:_______________

Owner's Name: _______________________________________________

Address: _________________________City:__________ State: ____ ZIP:_______

Phone #: ______________________

e-mail:_______________@_______________._______

Crew's Name: ________________________________________________
Some skippers pay associate membership dues for their crews to keep them informed and part of the NODRA family.
Address: _________________________ City:___________ State:___ ZIP:______

Phone #: _________________________

e-mail:_______________@_______________.________

_____ (#) Full Memberships at $40 each:          $ ________

_____ (#) Associate Memberships at $15 each:  $ ________

                                                                Total: $ ============= 

NODRA Dues are payable April 1st of each year, and entitle members to full rights and privileges thru March 31 of the next calendar year.  HELP N.O.D.R.A. G-R-O-W and become a member in “Good Standing” today !
Annually we update our roster of members and individuals interested in the National One-Design sailboat.  For active members it is time for dues to be paid to the National One-Design Racing Association.  NODRA maintains and promotes the class, protects the design, organizes area world championships, publicizes activities, seeks out and assists builders, and provides communications throughout the world.  This activity requires hours of volunteer labor, postage, phone calls, letter writing, etc.  For those who are not active on the racing circuit or who maintain an interest in the class, the Associate membership is recommended.  Please help us today!!!
Regardless of your continued interest, we request that you return this form.  

A pre-addressed envelope to NODRA is enclosed with the newsletter.  Please mail it today. 

Thank you for your support!


 



2007 NODRA DUES ARE DUE !!!   NODRA Dues are payable April 1st of each year, and entitle members to full rights and privileges thru March 31 of the next calendar year.  HELP N.O.D.R.A. G-R-O-W and become a member in “Good Standing” today.  Membership Forms are available at the JOIN! page of www.nodra.com.








COMMODORE:    ……………… Mark Roberts, Akron OH


VICE COMMODORE: …………  Joan Makielski-Sniadecki,


                                                    Edwardsburg, MI


SECRETARY/TREASURER: … Jolly Booth, South Bend IN


REAR-COMMODORE: ………..  Paul J. Sniadecki, Portage MI


PROMOTIONS DIRECTOR: ….  Val McHugh, Washington DC





Editor, THE NODS: ……………  Paul J. Sniadecki


Webmaster (� HYPERLINK "http://www.nodra.com" ��www.nodra.com�)  Paul J. Sniadecki, (� HYPERLINK "mailto:psniadecki@yahoo.com" ��psniadecki@yahoo.com�)





Please direct all correspondence to officers and addresses listed on our website, or clearly noted on THE NODS.  





THE NODS is the official newsletter of N.O.D.R.A., and is targeted for publication 4 times a year, on a frequency of: Mid-Winter, Spring, Mid-Summer, and Late Fall.   Please send all articles to:  Eagle Lake, 23949 North Shore Dr, Edwardsburg MI 49112.





 





Inside this action packed issue:





2007 Events Schedule





THE NODS Update





Grow your Fleet Based on “The CUP”
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Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.nodra.com" ��www.nodra.com� for the Latest News
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